Particularly climate change is a main threat; mitigation measures (i.e., the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions to pre-1990 levels, as proposed in Kyoto and other UN conferences) will not be sufficient to alleviate the adverse impacts of climate change, which we already see, in the immediate future, but may need several decades to take effect; thus, the humankind has to consider adaptation measures in responding to climate change. Relevant policies and programs are already developing by the UN, the EU, the USA, and various countries.
The United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development in Rio in 1992 identified these global problems, adopting a new thinking and a new philosophy about economic development, i.e., sustainable development. With this new philosophy, the man can move from the quantitative, limitless or the so-called "wild" development -which is egocentric around the man and has ignored the existence of nature and ecosystems -to a new qualitative and sustainable development, which considers fulfillment of man's developmental goals in harmony and coexistence with nature and ecosystems. The ideals of sustainable development are, among others: to control overconsumption, to provide food security and to combat poverty, to provide education and health for everybody, to sustain a healthy natural environment, and to assure a harmonious coexistence of man and nature.
On June 26, 2013, the General Assembly of the European Water Resources Association (EWRA), held in Porto, Portugal, recognizing the need to further support research and expand the scope of this Society to address water quality issues dictated by the EU Water Framework Directive and global environmental issues, unanimously decided to launch and scientifically support the new journal Environmental Processes. Springer kindly accepted to publish this journal.
The aim of Environmental Processes is the presentation of original and timely research results by both academic researchers and professionals outside universities and research centers, including those in consulting firms, government agencies and public interest groups, on topics concerning the various processes taking place in the natural and the anthropogenic environment. The objective is to contribute towards the improvement of the understanding of environmental processes, aiming to provide solutions to environmental problems.
Among others, specific objectives of the journal are the presentation of: The readership of the journal may include: Environmental engineers, environmental scientists, civil engineers, water engineers, hydraulic engineers, hydrologists, chemical engineers, mechanical engineers, agricultural engineers, rural and surveying engineers, geoinformatic engineers, geographers, geologists, biogeochemists, geophysicists, earth scientists, geomorphologists, analytical chemists, environmental chemists, climatologists, soil scientists, oceanographers, limnologists, landscape ecologists, ecologists, biologists, fishery scientists, forest scientists, epidemiologists, toxicologists, pharmacologists, environmental economists, social scientists, environmental lawyers, and computer and information scientists, holding positions as academic professors and researchers, practicing engineers and environmental professionals, managers, decision makers, public regulatory agency officials, water company officials, public health officials and policy makers, infrastructure owners/operators, risk managers, public interest groups, NGOs.
To assure the quality of the new journal, its international character and the coverage of its subjects, a group of experts holding academic positions in various universities throughout the world were initially called to serve as associate editors and members of the editorial board of the journal. Countries include the USA, France, Italy, Spain, Greece, Serbia, Turkey, China and Thailand.
The publication of Environmental Processes will be initially quarterly. This will assure that there is enough material of excellent quality to be published in the initial years until the journal establishes itself. Then, the number of issues and the number of papers per issue will be increased. The journal will be published both in print and electronic format. There will also be an open-access option.
The submission process will be as follows: Papers will be submitted in electronic form through the Editorial Manager, will be assigned a number, and will be sent to the Editor-inChief and then to the appropriate Associate Editor. To assure a proper and fair review, each paper will be sent initially to three or four reviewers for evaluation. The Associate Editors and the Editor-in-Chief will make the final decision based on reviews. Additional reviews may also be solicited. An effort will be made to keep the review time to a minimum. For this, the Editorin-Chief and/or the Associate Editors will quickly look at submitted papers first (within 2-3 days) and provide an initial decision based on the following questions: If the answer in any of these five questions is negative, then the paper is returned to the authors as unfit. This saves effort and time to the reviewers from unnecessary reviews, and also does not delay the authors from submitting the paper to another journal. Papers passing this step are sent to reviewers who are asked to express an opinion within 3 to 4 weeks. Based on reviews and editors' opinion, papers may be accepted, returned with comments for major or minor revision, or rejected.
Before concluding, I would like to thank the EWRA officials, and particularly the EWRA president Professor G. Tsakiris, for taking this initiative to launch this new journal, and for trusting me with the position of Editor-in-Chief. I would also like to thank all the involved Springer personnel for the help, the excellent collaboration and their professionalism.
We are delighted about the publication of this new journal; considering the number, magnitude and importance of today's environmental problems, and counting on Springer's experience in publishing quality journals, we are certain that the journal will be a big success. We welcome then your original quality papers, and thank you in advance for considering and supporting Environmental Processes.
Vassilios A. Tsihrintzis Editor-in-Chief
